
Lahore, , Aug 14: The working class all 
over the country celebrated 62nd Inde-
pendence Day on 14th August, 2008 
under the aegis of Pakistan Workers 
Federation (PWF) by holding special 
meetings all over the country including 
Karachi, Hyderabad, Quetta, Larkana, 
Sukkur, Faisalabad, Gujranwala, Mul-
tan, Rawalpindi and Peshawar. 

PWF president Ch Talib Nawaz, gen-
eral secretary Kurshid Ahmed, Ch 
Naseem Iqbal, Sala-ud-Din, Khushi 
Muhammad Khokhar, Osama Tariq, 
Syed Sajjad Hussian Shah, Munir 
Bhatti and others representatives of 
trade unions attended the meeting. 

The workers paid rich tributes to the 
martyrs of Independence and Quaid-e-
Azam, Father of the Nation. Khurshid 
Ahmed, speaking on the occasion, 
said that although it is the 62nd year of 
independence, the nation has not suc-

ceeded in throwing away the yoke of 
ignorance, poverty, unemployment and 
social and economic injustice due to the 
plunder of the ruling elite for decades.  

He stated that the Quaid-e-Azam was 
all-out against feudalism and he pro-
moted democracy, social justice and 
dignity of workers. He said that the gov-
ernment should take emergent measures 
for coping with unemployment and sky 
rocketing price hike. He said that repeal 
of anti-labour laws and PEMRA ordi-
nance and re-instatement of deposed 
judges was the real challenges before 
the government. Ch Talib Nawaz ap-
pealed to the workers to forge unity 
among their ranks for concerted struggle 
for achieving their economic and social 
rights.  

The house, by a resolution, urged the 
government to release national hero Dr 
Abdul Qadir Khan. 

PWF Celebrates Independence Day    

Resignation A Victory Of Democratic Forces 
Lahore, Aug 20: “President Pervez 
Musharraf’s resignation is a victory of 
the struggle of democratic forces and 
the fundamental rights of 160 million 
peoples of the country”, said a joint 
statement of Pakistan Workers’ Federa-
tion (PWF) General Secretary Khurshid 
Ahmad and President Talib Nawaz on 
Tuesday.  

They declared that new democratic sce-
nario posed challenges and opportuni-
ties to the newly elected leaders of the 

coalition government who should take 
immediate progressive measures to 
fulfill their promises made during their 
election campaigns. They sad the steps 
should be taken to control rising socio-
economic problems like price-hicks, 
unemployment and electricity crisis be-
sides bridging irrational between the 
rich and poor in the country. “It is also a 
need of the hours to adopt national eco-
nomic self-reliance policy to promote 
national industries and agriculture”, they 
said. 
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Lahore, Aug 6: The working class all 
over the country observed ‘Protest Day’ 
against price hike of essential commodi-
ties and aggravating unemployment of 
the workers and youth owing to load-
shedding and prevalent anti-labour leg-
islation namely ‘Industrial Relations Or-
dinance’ on Wednesday. The protest 
procession took place in all major cities 
including Karachi, Faisalabad, Mardan, 

Peshawar, Rawalpindi and Quetta. In 
the provincial metropolis, the main pro-
cession was taken out of Bakhtiar La-
bour Hall while passing through Mcleod 
Road and Abbot Road which ended in 
a rally outside the Lahore Press Club.  

The protestors were carrying banners 
in support of their demands while 
chanting slogans against feudalism, 

price-hike and unemployment. Address-
ing the rally, Pakistan Workers Federa-
tion (PWF) General Secretary Khurshid 
Ahmed and PWF President Talib Nawaz 
demanded that the government should 
think about those people who had been 
committing suicides instead of holding 
meeting for the fate of poor nation at 
Dubai and London. 
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Convening Of A Tripartite Labour Conference To Evolve A Viable Labour Policy 

Workers Protesting against Price Hike and Unemployment 

Lahore, Aug 30: The Government of 
Pakistan should take special measures 
to provide electricity to the industrial 
sector, to prevent day to day closure of 
various industries and thus laying-off of 
workers, on account of long hours of 
load-shedding. This demand, among 
several others, was placed by a team of 
Pakistan Workers Federation (PWF) in 
a meeting held here Friday with Malik 
Asif Hayat, Federal Secretary Labour 
and Manpower, according to a press 
release. The workers body also urged 
the government to amend retrogressive 

labour laws including the Industrial Re-
lation Ordinance 2002 and Banking 
Companies Ordinance Section 27/B, in 
conformity with ILO Conventions. 

Provincial governments should raise 
minimum wages of semi-skilled, skilled 
and supervisory staff commensurate 
with price-hike, and enforce all labour 
laws including the 7th Working Journal-
ist Wage Award through an independ-
ent labour inspection machinery, they 
said.  

It was also demanded that measures 

must be taken to ensure safe and 
healthy working conditions at work 
places, to prevent accident and occupa-
tional hazards and diseases. 

The workers body demanded workers 
welfare funds worth billions of rupees be 
recovered from the Board of Revenue. It 
was also proposed to establish a Na-
tional Health and Safety Council and 
National Productivity Council on tripartite 
basis to promote a culture of safe work 
and productivity, and raise the competi-
tive edge of Pakistan industries in the 
global market. 

PWF Urges Power For Industries To Prevent Labour Lay-Offs    

Lahore, Aug 20: The Pakistan Workers 
Federation has appealed to Prime Min-
ister Syed Yousuf Raza Gilani to order 
convening of a tripartite labour confer-
ence to evolve a viable labour policy for 
the country.  

Voicing the demand in a statement is-
sued here on Tuesday, Federation 
President Chaudhry Talib Nawaz and 
secretary-general Khurshid Ahmed said 
the conference required to be held regu-

larly to review the labour situation in 
the country but the Musharraf regime 
convened it only once in 2001 and 
promulgated the Industrial Relations 
Ordinance completely different from its 
recommendations to impose undue 
restrictions on the trade union activi-
ties.  

The convening of the conference was 
necessary after the departure of 
Musharraf to review the labour situa-

tion in the country and propose amend-
ments to the labour laws to lift undue 
restrictions on trade union activities. 
They also demanded honouring of 
promises of controlling the prices of es-
sential commodities and unemployment 
and improving the lot of the people 
made by the parties in the ruling coali-
tion before the general elections. 
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Lahore, Aug 12: Pakistan Workers Fed-
eration celebrated International Youth 
Day on 12th Aug, 2008 by holding semi-
nars, meetings, workshops of the Young 
workers in all major cities including La-
hore. A large meeting of young trade 
unionist was held under the aegis of 
Pakistan Workers Federation (Youth 
Wing) today i.e. 12.8.2008 at Bakhtiar 
Labour Hall, Lahore which was partici-
pated by young trade union representa-
tive workers and which was presided 
over by Chairman of Youth Wing, Javed 
Haider and it was addressed by its 
President Mr. Talib Nawaz alongwith Mr. 
Tariq Hassan Secretary of the Youth 
Wing, Malik Saeed ud Din, Hassan 
Mirza, Hassan Munir and other repre-

sentatives of the Federation. The par-
ticipants through resolution expressed 
their strong belief that young are the 
builders of the nation and future of pos-
terity therefore, the State should give 
them equal opportunities for their spiri-
tual and mental physical development 
by providing education and training as 
well as ensure them decent work and 
free from hazards.  

Pakistan fortunately have young labour 
force with energy which can be de-
ployed for their individual and collective 
development as well as progress and 
prosperity of the Nation comparing with 
aging population of developed nations. 
The participants expressed full support 
to contribute in the society in which 

they live, convene exchanges and dia-
logue focusing on the rich and varied 
skills, interests and aspiration of young 
people. They also stressed the need for 
provision of healthy and decent work for 
young force free from hazard. They also 
declared full support for need to save 
the environment from ill effects of cli-
mate changes.  

The participants also paid tribute to the 
Matures of the strong Independence of 
Pakistan and pledged to continue to 
make concerted struggle to establish 
Agrarian society free from exploitation 
and assuring dignity of work and social 
justice and norms of democracy as 
enunciated by Father of the Nation. 

PWF Observed International Youth Day 2008 

Group photo of PWF youth wing members with PWF President Mr. Ch Talib Nawaz & youth wing chairman  Mr. Javed Haider 

Lahore, Aug 12: LAHORE: The govern-
ment should take special measures and 
enact legislation to ensure the protection 
of workers rights, the Pakistan Workers 
Federation (PWF) demanded on Friday. 

According to a press release, members 
of the Pakistan Workers Federation 
(PWF) on Friday, in a meeting with La-
bour and Manpower Secretary Malik Asif 
Hayat, presented several demands. The 
workers said that the government should 
make amendments to negative labour 
laws, including the Industrial Relation 
Ordinance 2002 and Banking Compa-
nies Ordinance, Section 27/b in confor-
mity with International Labour Organiza-
tion (ILO) conventions.  

They said that the provincial govern-
ments should raise minimum wages of 
semi-skilled, skilled and supervisory 

staff to match the price hike, and en-
force all labour laws including the 7th 
Working Journalist Wage Award 
through an independent labour inspec-
tion organisation. They demanded that 
measures be taken to ensure safe and 
healthy working environments. 

Council: The workers also demanded 
that workers’ welfare funds, worth bil-
lions of rupees, be recovered from the 
Board of Revenue. They proposed the 
establishment of a National Health and 
Safety Council and National Productiv-
ity Council on tripartite basis to pro-
mote a culture of safe work and pro-
ductivity, and to raise the competitive 
edge of Pakistani industries in the 
global market. The federation also de-
manded that all labour laws be made 
applicable to all workers without a limi-
tation of monthly pay, since the provi-

sion of Workmen Compensation Act, 
1923 prevents compensation to a 
worker whose pay exceeds Rs 600 per 
month. They said that compensation 
should also be doubled in case of fatal 
accidents on duty.  

The PWF was represented by General Sec-
retary Khurshid Ahmed, President 
Chaudhry Talib Nawaz and regional repre-
sentatives of the federation. Hayat as-
sured the delegation that the government 
had been working on amending existing 
laws in conformity with ILO conventions, 
while provincial governments had been 
asked to review minimum wages. He also 
acknowledged the difficulties being faced 
by the working class on account of unem-
ployment as a result of the ongoing load 

shedding.  

PWF Demands Amendments To Labour Laws    
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Lahore, Aug 29: Federal Labour Secre-
tary Malik Asif Hayat has said laws were 
being brought in conformity in accor-
dance with the International Labour Or-
ginisation (ILO) conventions in accor-
dance with the announcement of Prime 
Minister Syed Yousaf Raza Gilani. Mr, 
Hayat told a delegation of PWF here on 
Friday that the government would not 
only takes all possible measure for the 
welfare of workers but also create an 
effective inspection mechanism with the 
ILO assistance to ensure the letter and 
spirit. The federal movement also recom-
mended to the provincial governments to 
increase the minimum wages of labour-
ers, Federation President Ch Talib 
Nawaz and GS Khurshid Ahmed called 

upon the Labour Secretary to advise 
the government to insure the uninter-
rupted power supply to industrial units 
to prevent the closure of industries due 
to load shedding which was resulting in 
increase in unemployment. Industrial 
Relation Ordinance and Section 227-b 
of banking Companies Ordinance 
should be brought in conformity with 
the ILO conventions. Bank employees 
should be paid overtime for working 
after the duty hours. 

They also stressed the need to create 
tripartite national productivity council 
and health and safety council and en-
sure transfer of Rs. 40 Billion workers’ 
welfare fund lying with the Federal 

Board of Revenue to the workers’ fund. 
They also stressed the need to increase 
the rate of compensation payable to 
workers in the country under the purview 
of the labour laws irrespective of their 

rate of wages or salaries.  

The delegation consisted of PWF Dupty 
General Secretary Osama Tariq, Re-
gional President Nasin Iqbal, National 
Bank of Pakistan Employees Union Pre-
sidnet Fayyaz Khan, Bata Mazdoor 
League Presidnet Muhammad Jamil 
Butt, Pakistan WAPDA Hudro-Electric 
Centeral Labour Union Secretary Hasan 
Munir and United bank Employees Un-
ion President Attiq Kiyani. 

Labour Laws Being Reformed 

Lahore, Aug 31: The Government should 
ban the use of electricity for luxurious 
waste and divert it for 'Industrial and Ag-
riculture Production to curb the rising 
unemployment of the work force on ac-
count of load shedding and built new 
Power Houses in the public sector for 
provision of cheaper and abundant elec-
tricity. WAPDA Authority and PEPCO. 
Management should up-grade the pay 
scales of WAPDA and Electricity Staff 
alike Ministerial and Revenue and raise 
their frozen Allowance commensurate 
with price hike. It was also expressed a 
great concern over the rising tragic Acci-
dents of the Line Staff on the lines day-
to-day due to unsafe working conditions 
and lack of safety equipments and non-
observance of Safety Practices at work 

place and urged the management to 
take an emergent measure to check 
menace and pay at lease Rs.1m of the 
family of the deceased workers as a 
monetary help.  

These resolutions were adopted in a 
convention of electricity workers held 
to-day on 31st August, 2008 at Shali-
mar under the aegis of "Pakistan 
Wapda Hydro Electric Central Labour 
Union" C.B.A. presided over Mr. Khur-
shid Abed, GS of the union and was 
addressed by Sajjid Kazmi Zonal Sec-
retary, Ch. M. Sultan, Zonal Chairman, 
Zahid Hussain Shah, Malik Noor Mu-
hamad, Ch. Noor Muhammad, Sajjad 
Hussain Shah, Haji M. Latif Divisional 
Chairman M. Yasin Divisional Secre-

tary, Azhar Butt and other representa-
tives of the union.  

It also appealed to the citizen not to re-
sort and commit violence against inno-
cent WAPDA Electricity Workers on ac-
count of load shedding since they were 
not responsible for this national situa-
tion. On other hand, they serve the na-
tion round the clock even sacrificing 
their lives on account of the most haz-
ardous nature of work. It was ruling elite 
who did not allow to build WAPDA any 
Power House for 7 years. It also asked 
the Government to pay dues worthy 
Rs.10m of Electricity including Karachi 
Electric Supply Company worth Rs.54 
Billion to over come the financial crunch 
of WAPDA. 

Electricity Workers Convention 


